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Seat of the Sco p 5 


VUKHAM, N. ©. 


I am inclined to think a Christian would be wise to avoid, where he 
decently can, any meeting with people who are bullies, lascivious, 
cruel, dishonest, spiteful, etc. § Not because we are “too good” for 
them. In a sense because we are not good enough. We are not good 
enough to cope with all the temptations, nor clever enough to cope 
with all the problems, which an evening spent in such society produces. 
The temptation is to condone, to connive at; by our words, looks and 
laughter to “consent.” The temptation was never greater than now 
when we are all (and very rightly) so afraid of priggery or “smug- 
ness.” And of course, even if we do not seek them out, we shall con- 
stantly be in such company whether we wish it or not. This is the 
real and unavoidable difficulty. .. . § What makes this contact with 
wicked people so difficult is that to handle the situation successfully 
requires not merely good intentions, even with humility and courage 
thrown in; it may call for social and even intellectual talents which 
God has not given us. It is therefore not self-righteousness but mere 
prudence to avoid when we can. The Psalmists were not quite wrong 
when they described the good man as avoiding “the seat of the scorn- 
ful” and fearing to consort with the ungodly lest he should “eat of” 
(shall we say, laught at, admire, approve, justify?) “such things as 
please them.” As usual in their attitude, with all its dangers, there is 
a core of very good sense. “Lead us not into temptation” often means, 
among other things, “Deny me those gratifying invitations, those highly 
interesting contacts, that participation in the brilliant movement of 
our age, which I so often, at such risk, desire.”—C. S$. Lewis, in Re- 
flections on the Psalms, just published by Harcourt, Brace & Company, 
New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Effort Seeks to Maintain Protestant Pavilion 





Brussels Pavilion 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
The future of the Protestant Pavilion 
at the Brussels Universal Exposition is 


at stake. The U. S. Section of the Con- 
tinuing International Christian Commit- 


tee is launching a drive for funds in the 
United States to help keep the Protestant 
Pavilion at the Brussels World’s Fair a 
permanent Protestant Center in Belgium. 
The committee under the co-chairmanship 
of Mrs. Theodore Wedel, immediate past- 
president of the United Church Women, 
and Mr. Charles C. Parlin, New York law- 
yer and prominent Methodist layman, has 
set a goal of $90,000 to help Belgians make 
possible the originally announced aim to 
re-erect the building in modified form as 
a permanent center for worship and ecu- 
menical activities under the auspices and 
ownership of the Belgian Protestant Fed- 
eration. (There are only 75,000 Protes- 
tants in Belgium out of a population of 
8,500,000.) 

The $90,000 goal includes $10,000 to 
cover the amount in which the U.S. fund 
drive for the erection of the Pavilion at 
the Fair fell short of its aim. The closing 
of the Exposition brings to the attention 
of the Protestant world the immediacy 
of action necessary to conserve the beau- 
tiful, functional pavilion which drew a 
half million persons through its doors. 
The site must be cleared by December 1. 

Pastor Pieter Fagel, pastor of a Flemish 
speaking church in Brussels under whose 
inspiring leadership the Protestant Pa- 
vilion became a reality, and Deputy Com- 
missioner of the Pavilion, arrived in the 
United States on November 7. During his 
ten-day stay he visited Cleveland, Dallas, 
New York, and Washington and spoke in 
behalf of the preservation of the Pavilion 
as a permanent Protestant center in Bel- 
gium. 

The program envisioned for the Protes- 
tant Center includes the use of the Center 
for regular worship services throughout 
the year by Protestant congregations and 
their activities during the week; use of 
the building from April to September by 
ecumenical groups from abroad and /or 
as a Training Center for Belgian Protes- 
tant congregations in the ecumenical 
movement and their congregational life; 
an annual Music Festival; a training and 
consultative center for missionaries, es- 
pecially from and to territories where 
French and Dutch are understood. 

Contributions may be sent to the 

Continuing International Christian 
Committee 

For a Permanent Center in Belgium 
—U. S. Section 

Box 6263 

Washington 15, D.C. 

Checks should be made payable to Con- 
tinuing International Christian Commit- 
tee. 


Minister's Wife, P. S. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

The article by Douglas Summers Brown, 
“What Is a Minister’s Wife,” was so well 
liked by our Divinity Dames (student 
wives of Vanderbilt Divinity School stu- 
dents) that everyone wants copies. Please 
send 50 copies of this fine and meaning- 


ful piece. ... It should be required read- 
ing for every minister's wife. 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 





Please send 12 copies each of “What Is 

a Minister’s Wife?” and “What Is a Min- 

ister?” . . . These lines are very cleverly 

written and very true. We ministers’ 

wives and ministers can appreciate them. 
WAKE Forest, N. C. 


Response 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

This past week was kind 
enough to pass along to me two copies of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK—Oct. 13 and 
20. They contained a lot of meat, the most 
realistic, down-to-earth approach to major 
issues with which we would-be Christians 
are confronted that I have ever seen. 

Will you kindly add my name to your 
list of subscribers. 


CAMBRIDGE, N. Y. 


Desires Best 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

We enjoy the coming each week of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, It is truly the 
visit of an old friend who desires the best 
for us. 

OpEsSA, TEXAS. 


Cleveland Conference 


Presbyterian delegates to the World 
Order Study Conference, Cleveland, 
Ohio, Nov. 18-21, have been announced 
as follows: 


United Presbyterian, USA 

LeRoy Anderson, Conrad, Mont. 

John M. Bald, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mrs. W. J. Blanchard, Dayton, Ohio 

Robert J. Cadigan, Clifford Earle, How- 
ard C. Maxwell, Mildred Roe, Eugene C, 
Blake, Gayraud Wilmore, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Lloyd M. Collins, Detroit, Mich. 

James A. Colston, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Mrs. Albert Elder, LaGrange, III. 

Theodore A. Gill, San Anselmo, Calif. 

Mrs. E. H. Hoeldtke, Buffalo, N. Y. 

William Kirkland, Winburn T. Thomas, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Allen B. Layman, Monmouth, II. 

Paul Lehman, Cambridge, Mass. 

Helen Lineweaver, Edwin Wright, 
Washington, D. C. 

John A. Mackay, Princeton, N. J. 

Arthur L. Miller, Denver, Colo. 

Archie Pieper, Bruce Rigdon, Murray S. 
Stedman, Jr., Russell Stevenson, Frank T. 
Wilson, Margaret Flory, John C. Smith, 
New York. 

Wolfgang Stolper, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

David Wiley, Harrisburg, Pa. 

James Brasel, Carter, I11. 

Jayne Seymour, Joplin, Mo. 


Presbyterian, U. S. 


Malcolm P. Calhoun, Richmond, Va. 
John Cooley, Black Mountain, N. C. 





The Inquiring Reporter asks about 


Soliciting Church Support 


Canvassers are on their way to homes in the congregation to secure 
commitments for the church’s financial program for the coming year. 
What should be the nature of their opening statement in each home? 
How should they introduce the subject? 


Davip W. Prorrirt, Maryville, Tenn., 
layman—‘We are here representing our 
church. As you know, today we all have 
the opportunity to say, in pledges, what 
the church means to us.” 

A. Watton Litz, Little Rock, Ark., 
layman—‘Mr. Churchman, I am Walton 
Litz calling for the Second Presbyterian 
Church, and I would like to tell you of 
our church’s program for the coming 
year.” 

E. Haro_tp Moun, Methodist execu- 
tive, Chicago, Ill.—“We are calling in 
the name of our -_------ church. May 
we talk with you briefly about its im- 
portant program for the coming year?” 
(It is my conviction that the approach 
should be direct, a frank statement of 
fact, and a friendly opening that unites.) 


Norton Denpy, Nashville, Tenn., 
minister—“‘We’re visitors from —_--_- 
Church. This is Mr, ...--- and I am 


paar We'd like to talk to you about 
the church.” 

Bos S. Honces, Jr., General Council, 
Atlanta, Ga.—‘Good afternoon. We are 


members with you in the _----- Presby- 
terian Church and have come to talk to 
you about our church’s program for next 
year, the part that each of us has in it, 
and the proper use of a part of the ma- 
terial things which God has entrusted to 
us. May we come in?” 

Roy S. NicHotson, Syracuse, N. Y.— 
President, Wesleyan Methodist Church 
of America—Upon joining the —----- 
Church you became a fellow-helper to 
the truth. As your fellow-laborers we 
seek your assistance in promoting our 
Lord’s work.” 

R. A. Waite, Jr., Winston-Salem, 
N.C., minister—‘Good afternoon. I am 
John Doe from the church. Is it con- 
venient to come in for a few minutes, or 
may I come back at a more suitable time? 
.... Perhaps you already know, but the 
pre-budget idea of stewardship seems to 
be very popular in our church. May I 
tell you more about it?” 


TO OUTLOOK READERS: What approach 
would you suggest as best? What tendency 
should be avoided? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
Telephone MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 





00 
est 
00 
of 
str 
ne 
the 
wi 


tle 
or: 
cri 
act 
ice 
ES’ 
azi 
tut 
in 
‘of 
Ch 
of- 
dar 
era 
bee 
gro 
qu: 
Ro: 
XX 
abl 
mat 
Fre 
in 
tion 
can 
Bri! 
he | 
he 
sam 
as 
Jap 
Chr 
men 
cati 
and 
pre- 
“ult 
sore 
in t! 
City 
THA 
Pay 
Nati 
ing 
on | 
NAD 
dem 
quir 


rid 
nd, 
ced 


[ow- 
a C. 
hia, 


mas, 


ght, 


ay S. 
nk T. 
mith, 


ich. 


ure 
ar. 
ne? 


Presby- 
talk to 
or next 
s in it, 
the ma- 
usted to 


N.Y— 
Church 


n-Salem, 
n. I am 
; it con- 
nutes, or 
ble time? 
r, but the 
seems to 


May | 


t approach 
t tendency 


iy Outlook 
December. 








Lhe Dresbuterian Quuttook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 140. No. 42. November 17, 1958. 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 








NEWS ROUND-UP 











CHURCH CONSTRUCTION in the U. S. A. 
in October set a new record ($81,000,- 
000), with a ten-months’ record for 1958 
estimated at $704,000,000—only $14,- 
000,000 less than for the same period 
of 1957... . FOURTEEN ADVERTISEMENTS 
stressing major beliefs for use in local 
newspapers are being provided Lu- 
theran churches of America affiliated 
with the National Lutheran Council. .. . 
CHURCHES WHICH PERMIT their facili- 
ties to be used for private school classes, 
organized because of the integration 
crisis, may lose their tax-exempt status, 
according to the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice of Washington... . J AT WAKE For- 
EST COLLEGE (N. C.) the student mag- 
azine of this Southern Baptist insti- 
tution has called for racial integration 
in the school student body at that college 
“if it is to call itself an intellectual and 
Christian center for education.”” Middle- 
of-the-roaders. the editors said, are more 
dangerous than the Ku Klux Klan. Sev- 
eral Negro students were reported to have 
been refused admission recently on the 
grounds that they were not academically 
qualified. .. . WHEN ANGELO GIUSEPPE 
RoNcALLI was crowned Pope John 
XXIII recently television facilities en- 
abled this event to be viewed by an esti- 
mated 30,000,000 in various parts of 
Free Europe. .. . MARTIN NIEMOELLER, 
in protest against “virtual interroga- 
tions” by British emigration officers, has 
cancelled scheduled preaching visits to 
Britain for the next two years. He said 
he will accept no new invitations unless 
he is assured that he will receive the 
same treatment from emigration officials 
as any other German visitor. . In 
Japan concern has been expressed in the 
Christian community following a govern- 
ment decision to introduce ‘‘moral edu- 
cation” courses in schools. Christians 
and the churches fear a repetition of the 
pre-war use of such courses to teach 
“ultra-nationalism.”. BINGO, spon- 
sored by non-profit groups, was legalized 
in the November 4 election in New York 
City (2-1) and in Nebraska. . . . More 
THAN 73 cents of every dollar Americans 
pay in federal taxes goes for the cost of 
national defense or for past wars, accord- 
ing to the Friends (Quakers) Committee 
on National Legislation. .. . THE Ca- 
NADIAN PROTESTANT LEAGUE has con- 
demned the government order which re- 
quired flags on public buildings in Can- 


Church of Scotland 
Moderator Nominated 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND (RNS)—Rob- 
ert H. W. Shepherd, former president of 
the Lovedale Missionary Institution, was 
nominated moderator for election at next 
year’s General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. (Nomination at a meeting 
of representatives of the presbyteries and 
the former Moderators is equivalent to 
election. ) 

He will become the first missionary 
moderator of the Assembly since 1946, 
and the first from Africa since 1922. 

Now the pastor of two small congre- 
gations at Alice and Fort Beaufort, near 
Lovedale, Dr. Shepherd, 70, was head 
of the Lovedale Institution from 1942 to 
1957. 

Born at Mylnefield Feus, Perthshire, 
he was graduated from St. Andrews and 
Edinburgh universities. 


Union Seminary, Va. 


Gets $200,000 Gift 


An anonymous gift of $200,000 has 
been made to Union Theological Sem- 
inary in Virginia to endow the professor- 
ship of Biblical theology. According to 
President James A. Jones, this is the 
largest instructional gift in the history 
of the seminary. 

In commenting on the gift, Dr. Jones 
described “‘the intensive study of Biblical 
theology” as one of the significant de- 
velopments in theological education with- 
in the past 25 years. Union Seminary, 
he said, has emphasized this development 
and the gift will strengthen and expand 
this department. 

Balmer H. Kelly is the professor of 
Biblical theology and co-editor of Inter- 
pretation—a quarterly journal of Bib- 
lical theology. 

At the recent meeting of the seminary’s 
trustees, where announcement of the 
gift was made, the president outlined 
plans for a 10-year expansion program 
to care for 400 undergraduates instead 
of the 235 now enrolled. This expansion, 
it is estimated, will require at least 
$7,000,000 additional capital. Important 
studies by faculty, administration and 
educational consultants are being made, 
looking toward this development. 





ada to be flown at half-mast after the 
death of Pope Pius XII. . . . CALrror- 
NIANS in the November election defeated 
Proposition 16 which would have im- 
posed taxes on private schools (story on 
page 12). 


REFORMATION DAY 
New York 


President Henry P. Van Dusen of 
Union Seminary, New York, addressing 
a Reformation Festival sponsored by the 
Protestant Council of the City of New 
York, called for a “new Reformation” to 
unify all Protestant churches in one 
“whole church of Christ.” He said the 
“new Reformation” does not demand 
organic church union, but does require 
confederation. Confederation, said Dr. 
Van Dusen, is “the wholehearted pooling 
of resources, the united strategy and 
unified deployment of men and means, 
the conscription of ablest leadership out 
of every church for the service of all the 
churches, loyal enlistment in shared tasks 
at whatever private or organizational sac- 
rifice.”’ 

Nearly 12,000 persons attended the 
festival held in Madison Square Garden. 


Atlanta 


Existence of some 300 denominations 
in the United States today is the “shame 
of Protestantism,” according to Edward 
H. Pruden of the First Baptist Church, 
Washington, D. C. 

The splits and splinters from efforts 
at reform, said Dr. Pruden, are caused 
by “impetuous and impatient individuals 
who are convinced that they have ac- 
quired some insight which has been with- 
held from others. But it also is partly 
due to an unsympathetic and insensitive 
fellowship which refuses to believe that 
there is anything to learn.” 

The continuing lesson of the Reforma- 
tion, he said, is that the church and its 
program are not perfect. To avoid divi- 
sion, he said, “efforts to achieve change 
should be made, as far as possible, with- 
in the framework of the spiritual fellow- 
ship to which we belong.” 





Strasbourg 

Lutherans in all countries have been 
urged to help solve the problems of the 
modern world and not be content to live 
“in the shadow of the great reformers.” 
The plea was made in Strasbourg, France, 
by Franklin Clark Fry, of New York, 
president of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion at a meeting of its executive com- 
mittee. 


Louisville 

Approximately 17,000 persons attend- 
ed the first Christian Heritage Day held 
in Louisville, Ky., nearly filling the huge 
Freedom Hall at the Kentucky state fair 








grounds. C. Oscar Johnson, long-time 
pastor of Third Baptist Church, St. 
Louis, and now professor in the Berkeley 
(Calif.) Baptist Divinity School, was 
the speaker. He stressed the importance 
of “the right to choose” as a principle 
of the Christian heritage. The heritage 
of freedom, he said, requires Christians 
to preserve the rights of those who differ 
from them with the same vigilance that 
they preserve their own. 


Roanoke 


Nearly 2,000 people saw “Mistress of 
the Inn,” a drama of the Reformation 
written by Kermit Hunter of the faculty 
of Hollins College. The performance 
was in the First Baptist Church, Roa- 
noke, Va. 

The service, from which many people 
had to be turned away for lack of space, 
was sponsored by the City Ministers’ 
Conference in observance of Reformation 
Day. 


Columbia, S. C. 


Reformation Day in Columbia, S. C., 
featured the Billy Graham rally which 
an estimated 60,000 people attended. The 
rally was moved to nearby Fort Jackson 
after the proposed use of the capitol 
grounds was protested by Governor 
Timmerman. 

Commenting in a news conference on 
the controversy created by the Governor’s 
objections, Mr. Graham said, “Some 
people have become so unbalanced by this 
whole issue of segregation and integra- 
tion that it has become their only gospel. 

“God pity us if we let our differences 
prevent us from presenting Christ and his 
message to a lost world. My only motive 
in coming to Columbia is to preach the 


gospel of Christ and that is what I intend 
to do today.” 


Kansas City 

President John A. Mackay, of Prince- 
ton Seminary, told 7,000 persons in a 
Reformation Day rally in Kansas City, 
Mo., “What is needed today is not the 
re-discovery of forgotten truths, but the 


Settles Estate Aids 
Presbyterian Groups 


Six Presbyterian institutions or agen- 
cies are the beneficiaries of the estate of 
Mrs. W. R. Settles, who died Feb. 4, 
1956. 

Under the administration of the trus- 
tees of the First Church, Big Spring, 
Texas, the following distribution has 
been made: $8,848.40 each to Austin 
College, Austin Seminary, Church Ex- 
tension of Southwest Presbytery, World 
Missions; and $3,413.76 to the First 
Church of Big Spring. 

Several years ago Mrs. Settles estab- 
lished the Settles Lectures on Missions 
at Austin Seminary with a $10,000 gift. 


4 





restoration of accepted truths to their 
rightful place to the thought and life 
of the church.” 

The Reformation of the 16th century, 
he said, re-discovered truths ‘‘native to 
the Christian religion which had been 
forgotten in the unchanging medieval 
times.” 

He said, “Let us thank God that the 
Roman Catholic Church is rediscovering 


the Bible and is promoting it among the 
people.” He went on: 


“Two great totalitarian systems of our 
time, Communism and Romanism, put 
severe limits upon freedom. Both put 
coercion above persuasion when they pos- 
sess the needed power. Both deny freedom 
of thoughct to their adherents. Both put 
books which challenge their attitudes and 
ideas upon an index of forbidden litera- 
ture.” 


The Way of the Transgressor 


By ERIC SEVAREID 


EATH HAS ITS DIGNITY be- 
cause it has its certainty and is 
therefore not a sorrow in itself. Its man- 
ner or circumstance is a different matter. 
The true sadness in the death of Pope 
Pius XII is only now apparent; his per- 
sonal physician has kept a minute-by- 
minute log of the Pope’s physical decline. 
He took photographs as the mortal body 
yielded its life, and all this the physi- 
cian sold to the popular press in Italy 
and in other countries. He has now been 
obliged to resign his Vatican position. 
The Italian Government is now consid- 
ering if the existing law will allow his 
prosecution for crime. 
This is an incredible story and yet, in 
a different sense, it does not surprise. 
In a sense, something like this was going 
to happen, somewhere, soon, for there is 
a slow working poison in the veins of 
many societies in this middle period of 
this 20th century. It is not creeping 
socialism or creeping capitalism or any 
other collective “ism.” It is creeping 
personal corruption and the peculiar 
nature of this corruption is that it slowly 
destroys the sense of corruption. Where 
there is no clear knowledge of what is 
bad, there is no certainty of what is good. 
Perhaps this Italian doctor has done 
us all a service without meaning it or 
knowing it. Standards may be chipped 
away piece by piece and we do not real- 
ize what is going on. Only when one is 
suddenly blasted by a loud noise do we 
pay true attention, and inspect the inner 
ramparts of the fortress, the walls known 
as values. 


HAT IS THE TRUE SOURCE of 

the disintegration? This observer 
has no certain idea. It can be argued 
that money is not the root of all evil; 
poverty, perhaps has even deeper roots 
in poison soil. But a good case could be 
made that in our time easy money is a 
source. That growth is easily trans- 
planted and it spreads like a tropical 
weed. 

An American considering this process 
might start at home and with phenomena 
that appear to be isolated instances and 
of trifling importance, but they are not 
isolated and none is trifling, for they 


MR. SEVAREID broadcast this “‘analysis’’ on 
his evening CBS schedule. 





are part of a pattern in a growing fabric. 
One could begin with natural beauty. 
America is heavily endowed with it. De- 
face a bit here, another there, what 
matter? There is so much in other places. 
So let the oil drilling rigs move in on 
this sanctuary for wild creatures—after 
all, it was done over there and these 
boys deserve an equal break. This lovely 
new highway with its miles of green 
border—it’s nice but the trucking com- 
panies can’t pay their taxes with grass. 
Let the trucks use it. Then the motels, 
and the roadhouses, and then the hotdog 
stands. Do the same with the national 
parks—after all, small business is the 
backbone of the country. 

Okay, so he’s a great actor; but busi- 
ness is business; he does the cigarette 
commercial too, or we get ourselves an- 
other boy; and he does it—after all, 
people don’t seem to mind. Leave in 
those lines in the murder mystery where 
the hero admits he enjoys smashing the 
villain’s face in. There’s a certain streak 
of sadism in us all. May as well face 
it—besides it sells. 

So the faculty says too many football 
games, does it? Distracts the students 
too long, does it? What do they think 
pays their salaries? Do they have any 
idea how much cash the game brings in 
this town every Saturday afternoon? 

You’re right, it’s a beautiful novel; 
but we’re running a digest publication, 
so tighten up the sentence structure. Noth- 
ing is lost but the music of the language; 
the action is still there; that’s all most 
people got time for, anyway. 

Sure, it’s the best news show on the 
air; that’s the whole point; that’s why 
sponsors want in on it. So we cram in 
another commercial beginning tomorrow. 
We got a morale problem in the sales 
department too, you know. 





ELL, ONE COULD EXTEND 
this little catalogue of creeping 
corruption for quite a distance. Into the 
fields of politics, of education, of reli- 
gion; easy politics, that is; easy educa- 
tion, easy religion. The quick payoff does 
not always equate with the quick buck. 
At long last, in the case of the Roman 
doctor, the Biblical injunction is restored 
to its original validity. The way of that 
easy transgressor will be hard. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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A Thanksgiving Meditation 


The Grace of Gratitude 


HE SEASON FOR THANKSGIV- 

ING is upon us. Above and beneath 
its call to specific gratitude for civic 
blessing, I find a challenge to think of 
the art of appreciation. Surely Thanks- 
giving offers a meet and proper time to 
examine the significance of this grace 
of character. 

Shakespeare most usually appears to 
be a man of controlled perceptions. He 
has a mind, like a surgeon’s scalpel, that 
digs keenly and delicately into life. He 
usually is retrained and impersonal as 
he lays bare the foibles of man. But 
there is one matter on which he cannot 
hold back. That is when he talks about 
ingratitude. 

Listen: 

“Blow, blow thou winter wind, 

Thou are not so unkind 

As man’s ingratitude.” 

Again: 

“How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is 

To have a thankless child.” 

There’s no equivocation as he storms 
once more: 

“T hate ingratitude more in man 

Than lying, vainness, babbling, drunken- 

ness, 

Or any taint of vice, whose strong cor- 

ruption 

Inhabits our frail blood.” 

So! Sophisticated, in the finest sense, 
an interested and smiling observer at the 
varied scenes on the stage of life—the 
Bard of Avon cannot stay in his seat 
when the ingrate struts before the lights. 
“T hate ingratitude—.” He must have 
seen ingratitude for what it was—an out- 
ward sign of a major inward maladjust- 
ment in the soul of man, something a 
man might control, but which he did not. 


The Source 


Does not ingratitude spring from pride 
—from _ selfishness—prudishness—from 
the heresy that “the world owes me a 
living?” Does it not come from a failure 
of imagination and a lack of sensitive- 
ness? A damnable fault it is indeed! 

Less violently than Shakespeare, but 
perhaps even more poignantly, one feels 
the Master’s reaction to this black trait. 
Ten lepers are cleansed of their disease. 
But only one—only one—returns to let 
Jesus see his gladness at being restored 
to society. Only one takes the time to 
say thank you! The sadness of Jesus, I 
am sure, isn’t for himself so much when 
he asks: “But where are the nine?” 
The sorrowful regret is for the majority 
who did not allow themselves to possess 
the grace of gratitude. Mark it well, 
gratitude does bring constructive benefits 
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to the individual who cultivates it. The 
tenth leper, who expressed appreciation, 
did more for himself in that gracious act 
than he did for Jesus. 

Sometime ago an elderly lady showed 
me a note she had received from the pres- 
ident of one of the outstanding stores 
of our country. Its background was this. 
One day as she shopped, she was so 
courteously served by a clerk that, acting 
on a spur of the moment impulse, she 
dashed off a note to the head of the firm 
saying how much she appreciated what 
appeared to be a definite policy of the 
store—to be kind and courteous to cus- 
tomers. The much folded and faded 
letter held in her hand, which came in 
reply, read in part: “It happens to be 
one of those dark, rainy days in the city, 
which makes me all the more grateful 
for the bright, friendly spirit of your 
kind note.” The signature was that of 
one of the merchant princes of the twen- 
tieth century. 

Now the lady was showing a tangible 
evidence of what every grateful act brings 
to the doer: the remembrance of a mo- 
ment lived at its best; an inner indestruct- 
ible gladness which the heart can always 
savor and will always find good. Her 
thoughtfulness indeed must have been 
of some encouragement to another. But 
her face and words, as she recalled the 
incident, gave proof that her gracious- 
ness did most of all for her. 

What do we want most from this busi- 
ness of living? Don’t we want to have 
a rich and serene life, with a minimum 
of regrets? We all want to possess the 
love and the goodwill of our fellows? 
How are we going to get it? 

Well, suppose you try being caustic, 
or only negatively critical. Pick out the 
flaws of your equals. Make dirty cracks 
about your superiors. Ride high, wide 
and handsome over your inferiors. Stifle 
every generous, warmhearted impulse. 
Hold back the word of praise. Although 
all of us may be beginners in the art of 
living, not one of us does not know that 
in the prospecting adventure of life, that 
policy will leave us not with gold, but 
with dust and ashes. Reverse the method 
however. Try practicing the grace of 
gratitude and we find that, like the magi- 
cal flower of mythology, where for every 
bloom picked two more appeared, our 
own inner joy will be multipled unend- 
ingly. 

To List Them 


Indeed, one of the most workable tech- 
niques I know for pulling ourselves out 
of the dumps, is to list mentally all the 
things for which we can and should be 


grateful. Now and again, life gets us 
in a dark corner. But before we com- 
pletely give in, pause and say something 
like this, ‘I am a Christian. I am a part 
of the most exhilerating heritage in the 
spiritual quest of mankind. I have a 
religion that can give hope and courage 
to the human heart. I am a citizen in a 
goodly nation. I have some recollections 
that are sweet and fine. For me there is 
tomorrow. I have friends who are stand- 
ing by. I am alive. I may be down but 
I am not out!” 

Let a positive and appreciative note 
come into thought through such a listing 
and you begin to find yourself on the 
way up and out of the valley of depres- 
sion. Many find it a decisive thing to 
say aloud: “I have really so much for 
which to be grateful. Thank you God. 
Amen.” Offer a prayer as simple as that 
and mean it and you have a lift to your 
spirit. There will be a firmness in your 
step. You can move out and on. 


For Others 


And then see how much and at such a 
little and most pleasant cost, through 
gratitude, you can do for others! Go back 
again to our earlier question: What do 
you want most? What are your basic 
needs? Of course they are food, clothing 
and shelter. We need these to exist. But 
beyond existence, to live, what would be 
first? We might use different words, 
but most of us would say, “I need ap- 
preciation. I need to be respected. I 
want and need, more than anything else, 
to see the light of gratitude reflected in 
another’s eyes. I crave to hear from an- 
other’s voice words that assure me that 
my life and my work is held, in their 
opinion, to be of worth.” 

In any discriminating list of the great- 
est men of the twentieth century the 
name of Albert Schweitzer would go near 
the top of the list. In his Memoirs of 
Childhood and Youth he sadly recalls 
going to the cemetery of his native village 
to say loving and grateful words over the 
ashes of those, long since dead, that he 
so wished he might have said when they 
were alive. In youth, he says, he took 
the benefits of his parents and friends 
for granted. Too often he was silent 
when he might have spoken an appre- 
ciative word. Then the lengthening years 
taught him how deep the grateful word 
could go. Now knowing he muses regret- 
fully over the unresponding tombstones, 
and he writes, “‘We must try to be the 
water that does come up—a spring at 
which men can quench their thirst for 
gratitude.” 

May the spirit of those words and those 
words themselves do some deep prodding 
among us. To boys and girls let them 








say, “Be grateful to your parents, to your 
teachers, to all those who help you.” 
There’s no sweeter nectar you can give 
them than your gratitude. It comes to 
parents and it asks, “Are you being 
grateful for children?” By 

couragement rather 
criticism are you being a spring to those 
entrusted to you that their thirst may be 
It comes to employees and 


your en- 
than your continual 


quenched ? 
asks, “Have you ever let the boss hear 


from you a word of gratitude?” It comes 
to thos of us who have executive re- 
sponsibility with its query, “Do you do 
enough of what is perhaps the most 
desired thing of all for those beneath 
you are you appre iative 2?” 


I'wo little girls went with their mother 


to a greenhouse. While their mother was 
giving her order, the little girls picked 
handful of pansies. The nurseryman, 
with mock sternness asked, when he saw 
them, “Do you girls have any money?” 


heir heads and shook them 


1e nurseryman said, “Well, 


They hung t 
negatively. ‘J 
then, if you have no money, you must say 
thank you. If you say thank you, you 
don’t need money.” Of course, that can 
be pushed too far! Money is needed now 
and thet y. But the story 
points out that the material side of life 
takes its rightful, secondary place, when 
it is overarched by the grace of gratitude. 

The cook in your kitchen, the barber 
who cuts your hair, the stockroom boy 
and the president in your firm, the learn- 
er and the teacher, the old relative far 
away, and your mate across the dining 


} 
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| 


along th 


way. 


Thanksgiving 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


A PROCLAMATION 


At this season of the year we are re- 
minded that the course of nature has 
brought us once again from the time of 
planting to the time of harvest, and we 
turn to Almighty God with heartfelt 
thanksgiving for his enduring providence. 

We are grateful for the plentiful yield 
of our soil and for the blessings of food 
and clothing and shelter that have suc- 
cored us throughout the year. We rejoice 
in the beauty of our land; in every brave 
and generous act of our fellowman; and 
in the counsel and comfort of our friends. 
We deeply appreciate the preservation 
of those ideals of liberty and justice 
which form the basis of our national life 
and the hope of international peace. For 
these and all the many spiritual and 
temporal benefactions betokening God’s 
roodness, we offer up our prayers of 


> 


gratitude. 

Let us be especially grateful for the 
religious heritage bequeathed us by our 
forebears as exemplified by the Pilgrims, 
who, after the gathering of their first 
harvest, set apart a special day for ren- 
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table—each needs to quench his thirst 
for gratitude. May we be one to let the 
spring water of appreciation come to the 
surface. 


In Wider Circles 

All this has significance to the vast 
social complexitic s that bedevil us today. 
The Grace of Gratitude will not 
ontained and confined only in limited 

rsonal relationships. 

Trace back to the 
he most costly and violent tensions be- 
ment and labor in our dem- 
Even those of us who are 


stay 


origins of some of 


mest sympathetic to the free 


that 


ent rpris« 
industrial 
paying the 
consideration of gratitude. 
Look at the that exists 
between the democratic nations and Com- 
munist Russia. While idealogical differ- 
ences, a passion for dominance, and a 
hundred and one other reasons may be 
listed, vet, we cannot escape seeing too 
that ingratitude, the failure to say thank 
vou, a stubborn, donkey-like arrogance, 
these have been some of the coldest chisels 
and the hardest hammers to crack the 
vessels of trust and cooperation! 
Sometime back my wife and I were 
visiting Rome. With a group of tourists, 
we stood in the Vatican gazing at its 
flawless mosaics. You, who have 
them, will recall the matchless beauty 
of those works of art so that they appear 
as paintings. As we looked appreciatively, 
we heard a member of our party in the 


Day, 1958 


dering thanks to God for the bounties 
vouchsafed to them. 

Now, therefore, I, Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, President of the United States of 
America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved Decem- 
ber 26, 1941, designating the fourth 
Thursday of November of each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, November 27, 1958, as a day 
of national thanksgiving. On that day 
let us, in our homes and in our accus- 
tomed places of worship, give due expres- 
sion of our thanks for the blessings which 
have signalized our lot as a nation, and 
let us ask for guidance in our striving 
for a better world for all men. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the Seal of the 
United States of America to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 

thirty-first day of October in the year 

of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
fiftv-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one 
hundred and eighty-third. 

Dwicut D. EISENHOWER. 
By the President: 
JouHN Foster DULLES 
Secretary of State 


will find some 
ar ‘ship has been careless in 
ak rice Ol 


dark chasm 


seen 


background, who surely must have come 
from Brooklyn, whisper to his compan- 
ion, “What a woik! What a woik!” 
This matter of praising each other, as 
nations and as groups, for the distinct 
contributions we have made, is surely 
an important matter in alleviating fric- 
tions and distress between us. It’s an 
amazing thing—but true—that when con- 
demned for our flaws, we bristle in rebel- 
lious and righteous self-defense. But 
if we are praised for our virtues there is 
a tendency to acknowledge our short- 


comings and liabilities. 


pp rt 


The way is open 
J and the two-way traffic of 
consideration. Here is established the 
foundation buttresses for order and for 
peace when we say, “What a_ woik! 
Thank you.” 
Questions in India 
A little more than a year ago, I was 
in India. Re} 


] ‘ ° 
icciuring 


for ri 


resenting our nation, I was 
from public platforms before 
sophisticated groups of Indian pecple. 
My task was to attempt to interpret the 
spiritual foundations and the religious 
dynamic in our American life. I found 
myself facing vast misunderstandings, 
often antagonism and suspicion. Follow- 
ing the lectures there was always a ques- 
tion period. Inevitably, I was asked, 
“You say vou are a Christian people. 
Why then do you have the attitude vou 
do toward the Negro, and other racial 
groups?” “You say you are a home- 
and familv-loving people. How then, do 
vou justify the large number of di- 
vorces?” The questions went on and on 
with their sharp and negative jabs. 

Even after a very limited time among 
the Indian people I discovered that if 
I could express appreciation—and I 
could—for so much that they have ac- 
complished, the whole atmosphere would 
change. You know of the vast and com- 
plicated problems that face India just 
now in its early years of independence. 
Hundreds of languages are spoken. The 
climate has been described as being either 
flood or drought. Poverty is widespread. 
The average income is considerably under 
$100 a year. A sensitive people live here 
and they have known domination in one 
form or another for hundreds of years. 
And yet, I observed a great passion for 
independence and freedom. Evident was 
a universal drive to lift the standards of 
living and to stand upright in the con- 
clave of nations. 

So, I discovered that if I spoke humbly 
and sincerely of the stirring progress the 
people of India have made in face of 
their hardships, when I spoke with lov- 
ing appreciation of India’s great leaders 
in the fields of arts and religion, the 
questions might be the same, but they 
were asked in a like spirit of humility 
and appreciation. If there were any tiny 
seeds of understanding I might have 
sown between our peoples, it came be- 
cause I had the sense to say, “Thank 
you.” (See first column, p. 7) 
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Relations of Men and Women 


HE BASIC SOCIAL CHANGES 

of our time are not in natural science 
or technology, but in the elementary re- 
lationships of men and women to each 
other. Far more significant than a satel- 
lite in orbit or a Pioneer in search for 
the moon are the fundamental changes 
taking place in the primary groups of 
society—like the family. Revolutionary 
upheavals are taking place in the im- 
memorial involvements of husbands and 
wives, parents and children, and in the 
face-to-face relationships of the sexes at 
work, in church, and in the home. The 
crisis is one of freedom and responsibil- 
ity.... 


Power for Freedom 

In America education is the chief fac- 
tor in vertical mobility. This means that 
one can change from one class to a higher 
one more effectively through education 
than by any other means. Education gives 
power for freedom. And most Americans 
have seized the opportunity. When edu- 
cational integration becomes generally 
effective, many millions more of young 
people of all races will have this addi- 
tional tool of freedom. It seems almost 
incredible that in the United States in 
the mid-twentieth century such a struggle 
as is now being waged over racial inte- 
gration could take place. But there can 
be no doubt about its outcome. The 
cruelty, prejudice, violence, and disre- 
spect for law which characterize the situ- 
ation in some places are the price the 
nation pays for having delayed so long 
to put brotherhood in operation. It shows 
that what is needed is not more time, but 
intelligent community action aggressively 
at work to promote understanding. Time 
does not automatically teach freedom or 
justice. We must use our freedom to fill 
the time we have with justice or social 
disintegration will set in. Since the great- 
est resource any nation has is its man- 
and womanpower, an educated citizenry 
with social understanding and ‘“know- 
how” is of inestimable value. Under the 
program of desegregation already hun- 
dreds of thousands of young people are 
being educated in integrated schools who 
previously were socially isolated and less 
prepared to serve in a democratic so- 
clety. 


In Higher Education 


The place of women in higher educa- 
tion is an important one. With so many 





The Grace of Gratitude can be a pow- 
erful potion to arrest the cancers in social 
and international life. For a nation or 
any group in a nation, to play the role, 
not of the silent, stolid and ungrateful 
nine, but of the tenth, is to be a healing 
physician to the most painful diseases 
that infect the family of mankind. 
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millions in the labor force and so many 
in college, it is easy to draw a very 
deceptive optimistic conclusion. Educa- 
tion confers freedom. How is this free- 
dom being used? Are college-trained 
women using their freedom and power 
responsibility? Are they taking positions 
in the work world commensurate with 
their training, or are they doing work 
which can just as well have been done 
by persons with less education? Are the 
motives for going to college on the part 
of many of them adequate? When they 
get married are the homes they establish 
a true expression of the stewardship of 
the higher learning? These are hard 
questions and the answers to them are 
not obvious. Why are there so few women 
who go on for really advanced profes- 
sional degrees? 

In a democratic society concerned with 
the right relations of men and women 
in all phases of life, leadership on the 
terms of fullest cooperation requires com- 
parable advanced education. I believe 
that more women should go forward than 
now do to prepare for top positions in the 
professions. Perhaps too many are swept 
away by the national hysteria which 
has captured the campuses—the anxiety 
that they must find husbands while they 
are in college, or it will be too late... . 

Greater freedom has also come to wom- 
en in the life of the church. Although 
some denominations still prevent the full 
participation of women on grounds of 
theology and tradition, the trend is clear- 
ly and decisively in the direction of free- 
dom. Full clergy rights for women are 
now firmly established in many churches. 
But the ordination of women is more 
important as a symbol than as a social 
fact, for the number of women who will 
avail themselves of this opportunity will 
be small in the foreseeable future. The 
same factors which keep them out of ad- 
vanced graduate study for the professions 
in general will operate in theological 
education also; and there are special lim- 
itations in the life of the church. 

More important for our consideration 
is the greatly expanded freedom for 
women’s work in the lay activities of the 
churches—the vast organizations of 
women’s groups, their places in church 
boards, their participation in lay reli- 
gious education, their effectiveness in 
church welfare work, study groups, and 
social action programs. The amazing 
concern which church women’s organiza- 
tions express in the whole range of social 
causes and cultural betterment is im- 


THE AUTHOR is dean of the Boston Univer- 
sity School of Theology. He gave the address, 
“Social Change and Christian Freedom,’ 
from which these excerpts are taken, at the 
Denver Assembly of United Church Women. 





pressive. This study and action concern 
is often in relative isolation from that 
of the men in the church and creates 
problems which we shall consider a little 
later. ... 

If the ministry of the laity is to be a 
significant one it must be based on ade- 
quate preparation and dedication to suit- 
able goals. The adults of American 
churches are on the whole poorly trained 
Christians and largely complacent as 
well. Unless adult religious education is 
seriously undertaken the layman will have 
a largely unenlightened Christian con- 
science. How can he make responsible 
Christian decisions unless he has studied 
his daily work face to face with other 
Christians under the guidance of the 
requirements of Christian ethics? The 
very fact that the decisions are hard to 
make illustrates the further need for 
guidance from the church and the Holy 
Spirit. Most adult Christians are de- 
faulting in their educational duties. 


Men and Women 


The main problems which must be 
faced are not sex-linked; they are the 
dilemmas of our national and interna- 
tional life. Men and women have a 
common stake in them. Why, then 
should they not be approached together? 
Alcoholism, delinquency, desegregation, 
civil liberties, civil rights, welfare funds 
of unions, ethical practices in industrial 
relations, foreign policy, atomic weapons, 
outer space, inflation, the emphasis in 
education—all of these and many more 
should be considered in study groups in 
the churches under well-trained leader- 
ship. If the power and mind of Jesus 
Christ is to penetrate the areas of rapid 
social change in our American civiliza- 
tion, it must do so in ways which relate 
the demands of Christ to the demands 
of our daily work. 

From what has been urged above it 
follows that the great need of the church 
is not primarily a powerful woman’s 
movement but the partnership of men and 
women. Cooperation, togetherness, mu- 
tual subordination, or joint responsibility 
are several possible ways of expressing 
this need. Just as in the home the func- 
tions of the parents are complementary 
and mutually interdependent, equal in 
dignity and subject to the same demands 
of responsible love, so in the life and 
work of the church men and women 
have an integrated body of tasks. The 
church and society suffer by their isola- 
tion and undue functional independence 
with organizations having almost wholly 
separated goals and programs. I am con- 
stantly amazed and shocked how ignorant 
pastors and laymen are of the study books 
and curricula of the women’s organiza- 


tions. This results in the situation that 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Brooks Hays’ Defeat 


Widespread tributes are being paid 
Rep. Brooks Hays (D.-Ark.), president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, fol- 
lowing his surprise defeat in the recent 
election. For 16 years he has been in 
Congress. Last summer he defeated a 
segregationist opponent and he did not 
have a Republican opponent in the gen- 
eral election where voting is light. One 
week before the election the plan was 
announced, with the support of Governor 
Faubus, while Mr. Hays was in Nash- 
ville for “Brooks Hays Day” where he 
was honored at Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion Headquarters. 

The plan called for thousands of stick- 
ers bearing the name of Dr. Dale Alford, 
a segregationist of the Little Rock school 
board, to be distributed with a request 
that voters paste them over the name of 
Mr. Hays on the Nov. 4 ballot. 

Mr. Hays got to work at once and 
carried all of his district but Pulaski 
County (Little Rock). In the final tally, 
he lost by 1,249 votes out of more than 
60,000 cast. 


Tributes paid him run like these: 


“Brooks Hays was not so much defeated 
as the people of Little Rock were defeated. 
When the highest and noblest ideals are 
repudiated, a community loses. We who 
have known him and the Christian life he 
leads are more proud of him in defeat 
than in victory because he refused to 


OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 


To the well-intentioned peo- 
ple of Arkansas’ Fifth Congres- 
sional District who did not go 


to the polls to vote for Brooks 
Hays, a nationally-recognized 
leader of moral stature and 
sound judgment. 





lower his ideal in order to be elected.”— 
JAMES O. DUNCAN, editor of the Capital 
Baptist, Washington, D. C. 

“Bad as this news is perhaps it had to 
come to wake some of us up to the evil 
that is abroad in the land. This kind of 
shock will lead people to see what we face 
in this crisis in human relations.”—C. 
EMANUEL CARLSON, director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs. 

“I hope Mr. Hays’ defeat will be only 
a temporary victory for the forces in the 
South which have made the Little Rock 
episode a humiliation to the United States 
in the eyes of the world. It is better for 
candidates for public office to be defeated 
on principle than to win by playing upon 
prejudice.’—E. RAYMOND WILSON, execu- 
tive secretary of the Friends (Quakers) 
Committee on National Legislation. 


“Plus” Giving 

No one should minimize the basic im- 
portance of giving to the church’s total 
missionary program. Without the com- 
bined, anonymous gifts of thousands of 
churches and individuals any program 
will collapse. But it is possible—and 
demonstrated—that many people want to 
give more than they are giving if they 
can personalize or individualize the gift. 

An interesting program is being spon- 
sored by the Methodist Church in what 
are called “Advance Specials.” These 
are all over-and-above the budget and 
careful rules guide the program. 

Under this plan you could choose a 
great variety of specials from $5 for a 
folding chair for an Oklahoma Indian 
mission to $6,000 to pay for a missionary 
couple—or, you could build an insti- 
tution. 

The promotional literature for this 
program is exciting, with descriptions of 
opportunities all across this country and 
its possessions and in the so-called 
mission lands. Here is what $10 will 
provide (Bibles or songbooks), or $15 
(a month’s travel allowance for a Puerto 
Rican pastor), or $50 (week’s salary for 
director of a rural life center). Gifts 
may be made quarterly or less frequently. 

Look at Alaska with its present chal- 
lenge. Advance gifts can pay for the 
$600 gasoline allowance for the pastor 
or specified portions of his salary. Or 
Hawaii—a $14,000 parsonage, a $2,300 
car, a $35,000 church building. 

Across the world these opportunities 


RADIO & TV 


Protestant Hour 
Currently being heard over a 300-sta- 
tion network, the Protestant Hour is fea- 
turing Methodist J. Wallace Hamilton 
of St. Petersburg, Fla. This series will 
continue through January 11 followed 
by: 
Presbyterian, U. S., John A. Redhead, 
Jr., Greensboro, N. C., and 
Episcopal, C. S. Lewis of London, 
England. 








open. To be sure, there might be a 
danger of over-emphasizing the ‘Advance 
Specials,” but the probability is that the 
people who give to their specific objec- 
tives will be more generous and de- 
pendable than ever before in their basic 
gifts to “the budget.” Last year, with a 
$12,500,000 contributed for the total pro- 
gram, $6,283,637 came from gifts to 
General Advance Specials (missions and 
relief). This is called “plus” giving. 
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while the men still run the church from 
an institutional perspective the women 
have a profounder understanding of it 
and a knowledge of its national and 
worldwide program. There is no ade- 
quate reason why the adult study pro- 
gram of the church should not be a full 
partnership of men and women. I am 
impressed by the fact that the study books 
deal with issues which are basic prob- 
lems of our whole way of life here and 
abroad. 


Social Responsibility 

May I say in conclusion: If Christian 
freedom is to survive there must be a 
rebirth of social responsibility. Now that 
millions of lay men and lay women find 
themselves in every walk of life, they 
stand at the decision-making posts of 
society. They cannot be truly free in 
the social change which swirls around 
them, unless they search out the mind 
of Christ for their daily decisions. They 
cannot exercise the ministry of the laity 
if they do not place their daily decisions 
in the context of a common responsibility. 
Often Christian freedom will require the 
sacrifice of personal interests. And they 
cannot place their daily decisions in the 
context of the kingdom of God, if they 
do not in the church receive together the 
motivation and the training which they 
need. In this training for Christian free- 
dom the United Church Women have a 
responsible vocation. 





9% an Jdea! 


NEWCOMERS’ CLASS 


Several churches in Charlotte, N. 
C., conducts a ““Newcomers’” Class. 
For six weeks the newly-received 
members of the church are urged or 
expected to attend this class to be- 
come acquainted with the church’s 
history and program. The pastor 
conducts it for two weeks and other 
leaders in the church have a turn. 
Church organizations present brief 
(5-minute) descriptions of their 
programs. The class operates on 
a continuous basis, with new mem- 
bers added all the time. 
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A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


GOD OUR FATHER and Creator, 

we thank thee that we are human 
beings. We thank thee that long and long 
before we came to light upon this planet, 
we were in thy thought and thy inten- 
tion. We thank thee that we are not mere 
children of chance, a strange accident in 
a universe that might have been better 
without us; not creatures of a moment 
only, some trifling experiment, some mis- 
take to be wiped out of this fair universe 
to restore its balance and its beauty. We 
are here because thou didst call us from 
the dust. The manner of our coming we 
but dimly know, yet that we are here be- 
cause thou didst summon us into being, 
we believe, and we thank thee. 

For thy mighty power that created us, 
for thine infinite mind that conceived us, 
for thy sovereign will that set us on this 
earth, we thank thee. That in this vast 
universe we have any place is wonderful; 
that our place is so near to thee is past our 
comprehension. Yet by the hand and mind 
and will of the Almighty we are here, 
created freely by thee, in freedom and for 
freedom; and we are grateful. We hum- 
bly rejoice that thou desirest our hearts 
in freedom, that thou dost not compel 
our love; that thou who couldst blast us 
into nothingness dost continue us in being, 
that thou givest us the means of life, dost 
crown our lives with lovingkindness and 
yet for all this wilt not compel our souls, 
but wilt rather take the free service even 
of a few than to force the obedience of 
any. 


ND SO WE THANK THEE that 

thou hast created us for fellowship 
with thyself. We seek companionship 
among thy other creatures, and we rejoice 
in this; yet amid all the ties that bind 
us, we are not at peace until we find thee. 
We thank thee that in thy fellowship we 
are lifted above ourselves, above the 
world, above all that time and change can 
do against us. We thank thee that thou 
hast not set eternity in our souls in vain, 
that we are not doomed to grope within 
walls that have no door, to sit in darkness 
with no window to the sky, but that thou 
has set us in a mansion also of thy 
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devising and fashioning, wherein we can 
both serve thee and find thee. 

Yet we thank thee too that thou hast 
formed us from the lovely dust; that in 
all that lives and breathes and moves 
upon our earth we can discern thy wis- 
dom and rejoice in the work of thy hands. 
We thank thee that thou hast made us 
to be sensitive to all the pain of creation, 
to live not aloof from the creatures below 
us, but to remember that they too, even 
the humblest and the weakest, are like- 
wise our kindred from the dust. 

We rejoice before thee that we live in 
two worlds, that as we are akin to the 
beast of the field and every green thing 
that grows upon the face of the ground, 
so we are akin to all creatures of spirit, 
to angels and archangels and the hosts 
of heaven; that we alone, of all we know, 
are both flesh and spirit, at home on earth 
and in heaven. 


E THANK THEE with wonder 
and with praise, that even when 
we had broken our fellowship with thee 
and used our freedom to flee from thy 


presence, thou didst not despair of us, 
that thou art not a God of vengeance but 
of undiscouraged love. We bless thy 
fatherly goodness that would not forget 
us, would not give us over to destruction, 
but sayeth ever, Return, ye children of 
men! We praise thee for they great re- 
demption, for the wisdom and power of 
Christ and of his cross, translating us 
from the kingdom of darkness wherein 
we were lost, to the kingdom of thy dear 
Son. 

We thank thee that in him we know 
what it is to be made in the image of the 
invisible God; and that through him we, 
who have sinned and fallen short of 
thy glory, may now in this life begin to 
be transformed into the image of the 
heavenly; that the likeness of Christ may 
be formed in us. 

Yet we praise thee that even this 
earth’s highest is still not all thou hast 
in store for us; that though our eyes, 
earth-bound, may not see beyond the gate 
of death, yet by faith we may know that 
when we awake, we shall be truly like 
thee, for we shall see thee as thou art. 
For we are continually with thee; our 
heart and our flesh may fail, but thou, 
O God, art the strength of our hearts and 
our portion forever. AMEN. 
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PRESBYTERIAN PROTEST HEARD 
IN BUFFALO COLLEGE RULING 


BurFraLo, N.Y. (RNS)—David Poling, 
minister of the Lafayette Avenue Presby- 
terian Church here, has strongly protested 
a ruling by the State University of New 
York council banning all religious serv- 
ices on the campus of Buffalo State 
Teachers College. 

The ruling by the state body redesig- 
nates the college ’s chapel, located in a 
dormitory basement, as a “meditation 
room.” John C, Crary, Jr., counsel to 
the State University Council, says the 
chapel should be to students 
“for quiet meditation or for personal 
praye “ciate 


In his ruling he wrote that “the holding 


available 


of religious services according to the rites 
or forms of worship of particular denom- 
inations inevitably involves the practices 
and preaching of denominational tenets.” 

Mr. Poling pointed out that the chapel 
has been used by different religious 
groups and that Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews “often s« heduled services on the 
same day at different hours.’”’ He added: 

“Now we understand ... the chapel has 
become a meditation room and the rest of 
the phrasing means that it is locked until 
a person or group asks permission to use 
it—but only for private prayer and medi- 
tation. And I suppose that as soon as 
someone prays out loud that will be de 
fined as a public worship service and the 
doors will be locked.” 


Taking issue with Mr. Crary’s refer- 
ence to the “preac hing of denominational 
tenets,” Mr. Poling said: 


“This attorney for the State Board dwells 
on the fact that when religious services 
are held, some particular denomination is 
in charge and consequently are explicitly 
or implicitly promoting a special theology 
or preaching specific denominational 
points of faith and practice. 

“Nothing could be further from the 
truth and indicates in my thinking that 
Albany knows very little about this situ- 
ation in Buffalo. .. .For here in Buffalo 
the Protestant denominations have shown 
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a degree of unity in campus Christian 
work which has become a model for agen- 
cies throughout the country.” 

He noted that the various denomina- 
tions co-ordinate their campus work in 
the College Work Department of the 
Council of Churches of Buffalo and Erie 
County. 

Challenging the legality of the over-all 
state ruling, Mr. Poling quoted from a 
majority decision of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in which Justice William O. Doug- 
las wrote: 

“When the state encourages religious 
instruction or co-operates with religious 
authorities, it follows the best of our tra- 
ditions. ... We find no Constitutional re- 
quirement which makes it necessary for 
Government to be hostile to religion or 
to throw its weight against efforts to 
widen the effective scope of religious in 
fluence.” 


U. S. AGR Board Hears 
Of Investment Returns 


Investments from the Ministers’ and 
Employees’ Annuity Funds of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Annuities and 
Relief now total $26,126,371. The in- 
come from this amount this year is ex- 
pected to be more than $1,100,000 for 
an investment rate of earning of approxi- 
mately 4.3%. 

Income from these funds goes to the 
more than 3,500 ministers and more than 
400 lav workers who are members in the 
two funds. 

A report of the status of the funds was 
made at a recent meeting of the board 
in Atlanta. 

The board was also told that continued 
efforts are being made to establish a 
health insurance program for retired 
ministers and their wives. 

Enrollment in the group life and hos- 
pitalization plan has increased by a total 
of 384 (11.6%) since January 1, and 
123 persons (46.6%) have been added 
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to the Employees’ Annuity Fund mem- 
bership. 

Membership in the board’s life insur- 
ance program for ministers and lay em- 
ployees total 3,137, with 174 (5.9%) 
joining this vear. In the major medical 
insurance program 2,677 persons are 
served, with 269 added this year 
(11.2%). Under this program a total 
life insurance in force is now $8,336,000. 

Membership in the annuity plans was 
reported at 2,932. There are 321 retired 
ministers and 380 widows receiving ben- 
efits from membership in this plan at 
the present time. 


Archbishop Clarifies 
“‘End of World” Reference 


Lonpon—The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury has clarified a recent much-dis- 
cussed statement he made, that “for all 
I know, it is written the providence of 
God that the human race should destroy 
itself in a hydrogen war.” Geoffrey F. 
Fisher, writing in the current issue of 
Frontier magazine, said that what he 
meant was that “neither you nor I can 
tell whether, in the providence of God, 
the human race will end by the effects 
of nuclear war or by some other means, 
or not at all.” By the word providence, 
the Archbishop explained that he meant 
“that it may conceivably be within the 
foreknowledge of God.” (EPs) 

“One paper, seeing that I had used the 
words ‘within the providence of God,’ 
accused me of suggesting that God might 
choose to put an end to the human race 
by means of a nuclear war. To say that 
something may be within the providence 
of God means that it may conceivably be 
within the foreknowledge of God. Nothing 
that happens on earth can ever be outside 
the foreknowledge or providence of God. 
But that does not mean that God pre- 
determines everything that happens. The- 
ology holds that there is a realm of action 
in which God chooses and a realm also in 
which man bears the responsibility of his 
own free will. Choice of an evil, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, must be attrib- 
uted to the sin and stupidity of man, but 
never to God.” 
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SECTS’ ADDITION TO TENSION IN 
COLOMBIA IS TOLD BY CANADIANS 


WINNIPEG, MAN. (RNS)—Some Prot- 
estant groups in Colombia have contrib- 
uted to religious tensions there by their 
“fanaticism,” a Canadian Council of 
Churches report charged. 

Ernest E. Long, of Toronto, chairman 
r the council’s Department of Ecumen- 
ical Affairs and see retary of the General 
Ccuncil of the United Church of Can- 


] 


ada, made the statement in a report on 


council conferences held with two repre- 
sentatives of the Canadian Catholic 
Conference. The report was adopted by 


} 


the Council’s biennial meeting here. 
Like “Treason” 

Introduction of a strong force of for- 
eign Protestant missionaries into Colom- 
bia inevitably led to tension and strife 
in the South American country, since 
Colombians considered some types of re- 
“tantamount to treason,” Dr. 
Long's report said. 

(The Evangelical Confederation of 
Colombia claimed in 1956 that 47 
churches had been destroyed, 200 schools 
closed and 80 lives lost in violence 
against Protestants. ) 

“Others claim,” said the report, “that 
for the most part such loss of life and 
destruction of property have been due to 
political strife rather than religious per- 
secution. 

“It also seems true that some of the 
sectarian groups have pursued methods 
of proselytism in the most strongly Ro- 
man Catholic areas in such a way to 
invite trouble,” it added. “We must re- 
member that there is such a thing as 
license as well as liberty.” 

The report said that during the period 
of violence, many Roman Catholic priests 
were also tortured and killed. Colombian 
newspapers are now boldly calling for 
complete religious freedom and toleration 
and Protestant churches and schools are 
being reopened, the report continued. 

Setting up of an interfaith committee, 
comprised of representative of the Can- 
adian Council of Churches, the Canadian 
Catholic Conference, the National Coun- 
cil of Churches in the U.S.A. and the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference in 
the U.S., and a Colombian citizens’ group 
to study the situation was suggested by 
the report. 


ligion 
gions 


Statement on Toleration 

Dr. Long’s report said the two Catho- 
lic priests on the committee realized the 
responsibility of the Roman Catholic 
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Church to instruct its priests in the mean- 
ing of the statement concerning religious 
toleration by the late Pope Pius XII. 

“For our part,” the report added, “we 
must be discriminating in our judgment 
regarding sectarian activities, refusing 
to confuse unethical and unjustifiable 
aggressiveness with true missionary ac- 
tivity.” 

In debate on the report, Murdo Nichol- 
son of Winnipeg, a Presbyterian mission- 
ary for ten years in Peru, cautioned that 
“we must not give the suffering believers 
(in Colombia) the idea that we are con- 
sidering the whole thing in a very de- 
tached way and then bend over backwards 
to be tolerant.” 


Korean Presbyterians See 
Tragedy in Division 


SrouL, Korra—Korean Presbyterians 
closed their 43rd General Assembly here 
by calling upon the United Nations for 
Korean reunification. 

The resolution termed the division of 
the country in 1945 as resulting not only 
in “disappointment” but in “daily 
tragedy.” 

It said that where South Korean 
churches “have grown in strength by 
more than 80% . more than half of 
our congregations and Christian friends, 
located in the northern part of Korea, 
are allowed absolutely no freedom of 
faith and are undergoing continuous 
grinding trouble and often death.” 

It was declared that the nation has 
achieved neither the expected unification 
nor admission to the United Nations. 


Stopped N.A.E. Effort 


In another action the 270-member 
body of ministers and elders from 33 re- 
gional presbyteries tabled a motion spon- 
sored by the Korean National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals calling for with- 
drawal from the World Council of 
Churches. The NAE group was also 
defeated in its efforts to have Korean 
Presbyterian missionaries withdrawn 
from Thailand where they are cooperat- 
ing with the Church of Christ of Thai- 
land. 

The Assembly sustained the removal 
from office of the president of its theo- 
logical seminary (the largest Presbyte- 


rian seminary in the world) on grounds 
of misuse of funds and it ordered the 
election of an entire new board of gov- 
ernors for the seminary. The seminary’s 
top two administrative officials have been 
charged with becoming involved in ex- 
tensive outlays of cash in secret attempts 
to secure permanent title to the sem- 
inary’s present site on South Mountain 
in the center of Seoul. 


Working Agreement 

Final approval was given to an agree- 
ment with the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, whereby the American 
church’s Korea mission budget and per- 
sonnel will be administered by a series 
of joint church-mission committees and 
all communications between Korea and 
the American church must be made 
through the Korea representative on the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations. 

Plans were made for a churchwide cel- 
ebration in the fall of 1959 to mark the 
75th anniversary of the coming of evan- 
gelical Christianity to Korea. 

Statistical reports by the Korean Na- 
tional Council of Churches revealed that 
Christians now number more than six per 
cent of the country’s population. Pres- 
byterians make up about half of this 
number. 

Lo Chen-hun, pastor of Central church 
of Pusan, succeeded Chunn Peel-soon 
of Seoul, as the Assembly’s Moderator. 


U. P. USA Board Has 
$5 Million Loan Fund 


New York (RNS)—Negotiations for 
a $5,000,000 emergency church building 
loan have been completed by the Board 
of National Missions of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, and the New 
York Life Insurance Company, it was 
announced here. 
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of the board, said the board will make 
the money available to synods, presby- 
teries, and local congregations through 
loans to establish or extend the church 
in new or rapidly growing communities 
where physical facilities are absent or 
inadequate. 

Figured at present building costs, the 
board will have to make availabe from 
$3,000,000 to $3,500,000 each year, he 
added. Of this amount an annual sum 
of $1,000,000 was written into both the 
1958 and 1959 operating budgets. 

The 15-year New York Life loan is 
the third emergency step the Presbyte- 
rians have taken in the past seven years 
to keep up with the nation’s demand for 
church construction. In 1951 the for- 
mer Presbyterian Church, USA, which 
merged last May with the United Pres- 
byterian Church of North America, 
launched a $7,500,000 fund campaign 
for new church building. In 1957 a 


These funds have now been exhausted. 
Home mission units of the recently 

merged churches have helped start 654 

new sanctuaries in the last 10 years. 


Couchman Will Head 
Theological Council 


President Gaylord M. Couchman, of 
the University of Dubuque, has been 
named chairman of the Council on The- 
ological Education of the United Presby- 
terian Church, USA. 

Vice-chairman of the council is Presi- 
dent Arthur R. McKay, of McCormick 
Seminary. Both men will serve for three 
years. 

The council consists of representatives 
from the nine seminaries of the church, 
from other boards and agencies of the 
church, and from the church-at-large. It 
is in charge of the administration of the 
program of Theological education for the 


colleges related to the United Presbyte- 
rian Church, USA. 


California Tax Measure 
Defeated by 2-1 Vote 


SAN FRANCIsco (RNS)—A California 
ballot proposition which would have re- 
instated a property tax on parochial 
and private schools was soundly defeated 
at the polls. 

The final tally was expected to be about 
2 to 1 against the measure—the subject 
of extensive public argument and costly 
compaigning. Had it been passed by the 
er rs, the proposal would have made 

California the only state to tax the prop- 
erty of parochial schools. 

Organizations backing the measure in- 
cluded Protestants and Other Americans 
United for eae of Church and 
State (POAU), San Francisco Presby- 
tery and Masonic groups. 

For the measure were the Roman Cath- 





$3,000,000 loan negotiated by the Board 
of National Missions with a commercial 
bank was supplemented by $1,500,000 Dr. Couchman 
which the church’s boards put into a_ rently 


denomination. 
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60. OLD WINS IN NEW BOTTLES. Gardiner M. Day. (More- 
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61. HOUSE OF EARTH. Dorothy Clarke Wilson. (West- 
minster, $3.50, 309 pp.) The author of Prince of Egypt and 
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62. THE CARILLON. Lawrence W. Pearson. (Morehouse- 
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63. THEY LIVE IN BIBLE LANDS. Grace W. McGavran. 
(Friendship Press, $1.75, 127 pp.) This is a grand gift for boys 
and girls, 9-12, making Bible lands come alive with real people— 
today. The author is an exceptional story-teller. Only __ $1 


64. WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY? Walter Lowrie. (Pantheon 
Press, $2.50, 192 pp.) Lowrie of Princeton is concerned about 
the original message of the Gospel; here, with the promise, central 
in the Gospel, of eternal life. Only_- $1 


65. RELIGION OF A SCIENTIST. Gustav Th. Fechner, edited 
and translated by Walter Lowrie. (Pantheon Press, $3.50, 281 
pp.) Lowrie says: “People who dislike Kierkegaard will probably 
like Fechner. I am not ashamed to confess that, in different ways, 
I like them both.” Fechner deeply influenced Wm. James. Psy- 
chology is forever indebted to him. Here he treats: “Motives and 
Grounds of Faith”; “Concerning Souls”; “The Soul Life of Plants” ; 
“God and Immortality.” Only $1.25 


66. OF MEN AND ANGELS. Wesley Shrader. (Rinehart & Co., 
$2.95, 184 pp.) A forthright Baptist preacher and writer, now of 
the Yale Divinity School, tells of pastoral counseling experiences as 
he dealt with a variety of situations. Only________________$1. 


67. THE INWARD CROSS. Charles D. Kean. ete 
Press, $1.65, 61 pp.) With a helpful devotional emphasis, this 
is a series of meditations on the cross and the “seven last words.” 
Here you confront the Savior of the world. Only n 50¢ 


Numbers 64 through 71 never before offered by us. 


also serving cur- the Episcopal, 
as president of the Presbyterian 
fund for developing new congregations. C llege U nion, an organization of the 46 


olic Church, the California Diocese of 
Lutheran, Seventh-Day 
Adventist and other groups operating 
priv: ate s hools. 





68. LIVING JOYOUSLY. Kirby Page. (Rinehart & Co., $1.75, 
380 pp.) Did anybody collect and present more deeply stimulating 
quotations, stories, poems, helpful insights than Kirby Page? This 
is an anthology of devotional readings for every day in the year 
based on the theme that man is truly happy only when he is in 
true relations to God and man. Only ue $1 


69. PREACHING THE WORD WITH AUTHORITY. Frederick 
W. Schroeder. (Westminster Press, $2.50, 128 pp.) The 
president of Eden Theological Seminary here writes for preachers, 
teachers and students of teenie Let the Bible speak! he says. 
Only En $1.25 


70. THE RECOVERY OF HUMANITY. James D. Smart. 
(Westminster Press, $2.50, 157 pp.) The former editor-in-chief 
of the Presbyterian, USA, New Curriculum, now pastor in Toronto, 
insists that only by a divine invasion of the human soul, a con- 
quering of man’s self-centeredness by the Spirit of God, can man 
achieve true humanity. One inet deals with Predestination from 
Romans 8:28. Only_____-____- ed 


71. THE PRESENCE OF THE KINGDOM. pounce, Deng 
translated by Olive Wyon. (Westminster Press, $2. 50, 153 pp.) 
This French layman says that simple preaching is not ped 
Needed: Charity toward men, if evangelization is to be effective— 
making the church present in the world. Only 
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WHY JESUS USED PARABLES 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for November 30, 1958 
Mark 4:1-34 Printed Text 4:1-12 


Last week we saw how religious and 
political leaders determined that Jesus’ 
public ministry must come to an end. 
Now that the synagogues were no longer 
open to him he was compelled to speak 
most of the time out of doors. The sea- 
side became one of his favorite resorts. 
On one occasion the crowd was unusually 
great. In order that he might address 
them more easily he entered the little boat 
that was kept ready for him (see 3:9) 
and pushed out a little on the water. 


The Parable of the Sower 


Then he told them a story about a 
farmer who went out to sow his field. 
Some of the seed which he scattered from 
his bag fell upon the path, which trav- 
ersed the lot. The seed could not pene- 
trate the trodden soil and naturally was 
devoured by the birds. Another part of 
the field was rocky. That is, a rocky 
ledge came up near the surface, and 
cropped up here and there through the 
thin coat of earth, a characteristic fea- 
ture in the cornlands of Galilee, still to 
be noted by the traveler among the hills. 
The nearness of the seed to the surface, 
its exposure to the sun and the rain, in- 
duced rapid growth; it was soon scorched 
and withered, however, because its roots 
had never sunk deep in the earth. 

Another part of the seed fell upon 
soil which had not been properly weeded. 
“The thorns,” as someone has pointed 
out, “are the results of bad husbandry. 
The Oriental farmer will not be at pains 
to eradicate them. They have been cut 
down and burnt, but the roots are still 
in the soil, and spring up afresh, im- 
peding the development of the wheat. At 
the last however, they reveal their true 
nature, and choke the wheat at the very 
time it should yield its increase.” 

There was a part of the grain, however, 
that fell upon fertile soil. It sprang 
up and bore fruit, thirty-, sixty-, and a 
hundred-fold. 

The point of the parable was that the 
seed had fortunes corresponding to the 
soils. In one case it did not spring up at 
all; in the second it sprang up, but to 
wither; in the third, it sprang up and 
grew, but yielded nothing owing to the 
choking effect of rival growths; in the 
fourth it came to maturity and to an 
increase varying in measure according 
to the different degrees of the soil’s soft- 
ness, depth, and purity. “He who has 
ears to hear,” said Jesus, “let him hear.” 


A Word of Explanation 


Jesus went on to tell other stories to 
the crowd, including the ones given later 
on in this chapter. Mark, however, in- 
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terrupts the flow of events to give us 
Jesus’ explanation of the parable of the 
Sower. After the crowds had dispersed, 
his disciples asked him about the mean- 
ing of the parables. Jesus began by ex- 
plaining why he was now using parables 
to instruct the multitude: ‘To you has 
been given the secret of the kingdom of 
God,” he said, “but for those outside 
everything is in parables, so that they 
may indeed see, but not perceive; and 
may indeed hear but not understand; lest 
they should turn again and be forgiven.” 

The word “Mystery” (KJv) or secret 
was used regularly in the Greek of Jesus’ 
day. “Mystery religions,” spreading over 
the Graeco-Roman world from the Orient, 
were for centuries the chief rivals, and 
very dangerous ones, of the Christian 
religion. They were religions, which 
admitted their votaries by secret rites, 
mysterious initiations to a new knowl- 
edge, associated as a rule with some doc- 
trine of redemption. The word mystery, 
then, as used in the New Testament, is 
not something hard to understand, but 
something hidden, revealed only to the 
initiate. Jesus declared that he revealed 
the secret of the Kingdom of God to his 
disciples, but spoke in parables to them 
that were without. Dr. Gould explains: 


“The secret of the Kingdom as set forth 
in these parables is the fact of its only 
partial success in this early stage. This 
fact seemed to those outside, not pos- 
sessed of the secret of the Kingdom, to be 
inconsistent with its nature as a heavenly 
Kingdom. They thought, when God set 
out to establish his Kingdom, its success 
would be speedy and sure. Supernatural 
powers would supersede natural processes, 
and everything would yield to them. The 
mystery, the hidden thing, set forth by 
Jesus in this group of parables, is that 
the Kingdom belongs to living, growing 
things, and is subject thus to the same 
laws as grain, mustard seed, and the like. 
Gradualness, therefore, belongs to its 
nature.” 


This secret, Jesus said, this secret of 
the gradual growth of the Kingdom could 
be given to them. To the rest, however, 
he thought it best to speak in parables, 
“that they may indeed see but not per- 
ceive and hear but not understand, lest 
they should turn again, and it be for- 
given.” Jesus is using here a quotation 
from Isaiah (6:9). It is a little hard for 
us to understand at first, but the difficulty 
disappears when we note that Isaiah, 
when he said that his ministry was to 
harden the heart of his hearers, spoke 
ironically, putting the result as a pur- 
pose, as is done so often in the Hebrew 
and that Jesus also spoke ironically in 
part. He was speaking ironically when 
he said, “Lest they should turn again, 


and be forgiven.” His whole ministry 
shows that; also his further remarks in 
4:22-23, where he points out that the 
secret is to be revealed in the proper time. 


Matthew writing later than Mark puts 
it in simpler language: “This is why 
I speak to them in parables, because see- 
ing they do not see and hearing they do 
not hear.”’ Because in other words it was 
only through parables or stories that the 
truth could hope to find lodgment in their 
minds. The Jews, like some of us today, 
closed their minds to unwelcome truth. 
But Jesus’ stories they could not forget, 
and in time its message might really 
sink into their minds. 


C. H. Turner remarks here: 


“Our Lord of course cannot mean, and 
there is no reason why a careful exegesis 
should make him out to mean, that God 
intended or desired that the Jewish people 
should reject the appeal of Jesus. But 
they had in fact proved in the main un- 
responsive. Their leaders in Galilee had 
plotted his undoing, and those from Jeru- 
salem had involved themselves in the one 
irremissible sin. The mutitudes were will- 
ing to take his benefits, his present won- 
derful cures, and any prospect of his 
future leadership of a political upheaval, 
but they had not shown themselves, apart 
from a small minority of followers, will- 
ing to give anything in return. They must 
have the chance of hearing God’s mes- 
sage; so only could the great dividing 
line be drawn between faith and unbelief. 
But by this time our Lord has the sense 
of failure already beginning to cast its 
shadow over him, and he feels that though 
they may see outwardly, they will not in 
fact perceive, and though they hear out- 
wardly, they will not make the effort to 
understand. After all had not the prophets 
foretold it all.” 


But although Jesus spoke ironically 
in part, by applying to his own ministry 
the words that Isaiah had applied to his 
ministry, he was also partly serious. He 
could not reveal to the multitude the 
whole truth about the Kingdom of God, 
because that would have offended them, 
and driven them further from the King- 
dom. 


As Salmond remarks: 


“Hitherto he had taught them in more 
direct terms, by words like those of the 
sermon on the Mount, or by direct sim- 
iles which explained themselves. But he 
had now reached a point in his ministry 
at which he had to deal with fresh aspects 
of the kingdom as he saw it. These were 
so strange to most Jews, so unlike all 
their ideas and expectations, that he had 
to adopt a method of instruction that sug- 
gested rather than explicitly declared, so 
that each might the better perceive that 
for which he was spiritually ready and 
no more. It only gave glimpses and hints, 
so as to provoke reflection and gradually 
make a way in their minds for new truth.” 


The story would be retained by the 
listener, and its truth might gradually 
dawn upon his soul. 


As Snowden says: 


“To have told these suspicious, resent- 
ful Jews on all occasions the truth bluntly 
would have exasperated them and ended 
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all hope of doing good, a condition that 
did come at last. Therefore, Jesus put the 
truth in such a form that they could see 
it, if they were in sympathy with it; or, 
if they would, they could pass it by with- 
out offense.” 


The Interpretation of the Parable 

Having explained why he had adopted 
the parabolic means of instruction, Jesus 
proceeded to explain the parable itself. 
It was a parable illustrating the growth 
of the Kingdom, a parable which has 
grown out of his own experience, which 
reflects the situation in which he now 
found himself. He was the sower, though 
others after him are sowers also. The 
divine message, which he brought to men, 
was the seed, containing vital energies 
and living forces, which, if assimilated 
by men, is capable of producing incal- 
culable results. The minds of men are 
like the different types of soil. 

Some are like the roadway or path run- 
ning through the field. Their hearts are 
shut to the gospel, and the message of 
Jesus can find no entrance. As Mac- 
laren says: 

“It never gets deeper than their ears, 
or at the most, effects a shallow lodgment 
on the surface of their minds. So many 
feet pass along the path, and beat it into 
hardness, that the truth has no chance to 
take root.” 

In its extreme form the road typifies 
the character that has lost all sensitive- 
ness and sympathy with spiritual things. 
All the influences that work against re- 
ligious truth and steal it out of our hearts 
are the servants of Satan, doing his work. 

Other men offer a rocky soil for the 
gospel. They are attracted by the pleas- 
ant things, and do not stop to count the 
pains and oppositions that constitute the 
other side of the Kingdom in this evil 
world. The word takes no real root in 
their lives, and as soon as opposition or 
difficulties arise, they fall away. As Dr. 
Robertson says: 

“They stand off, lose interest, stop com- 
ing to church, drop out of sight. It is 
positively amazing the number of new 
church members who ‘stumble,’ as Mark 
4:17 has it, do not like the pastor, take 
offense at something said or done by some- 
body, object to the appeals for money, feel 
slighted. The ‘season of trial’ becomes a 
season of ‘temptation’ for these super- 
ficial, emotional people who have to be 
periodically rounded up, if kept within the 
fold.” 

The minds of other men can be com- 
pared to thorny ground. As Salmond 
says: 

“A third type of mind, sympathetic to 
the message and responding readily, but 
divided between God and the world, and 


so becoming unfruitful, reaching nothing 
worthy, in life or in service.” 
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Special things, which Jesus said often 
prevent the Word from bearing fruit, are 
(1) cares of the world. The word “cares” 
literally means distractions. They are the 
things which divide the unity of the 
spirit, drawing it off in different ways. 
They leave no time, no energy for the 
cultivation of the Word. How many such 
distractions there are in our modern life. 
(2) Riches. Mark says the delight in 
riches. (3) Desire for other things. It 
may be pleasures. There are so many 
pleasures in our modern world, many of 
them perfectly gocd in themselves. But 
oftentimes we devote ourselves so exclu- 
sively to them that they choke the Word. 
Others are bad in themselves. The Word 
may also refer to sensual vices. Nothing 
chokes the Word more quickly. 

There are some minds, however, which 
Jesus can compare to good ground. They 
take in the Word, keep it, and submit 
themselves to its spiritual action, and so 
let it bear, in smaller or larger measure, 
according to their native capacity or con- 
secration, its proper fruit in character 
and service. Note “capacity or consecra- 
tion.”” Jesus may mean that some bear 
more fruit than others because their ca- 
pacity is greater, they have been blessed 
with more talents. That is undoubtedly 
true. But he may mean, and I am in- 
clined to think that he does mean, that 
in many lives the seed bears only a frac- 
tion of what it might bear because the 
truth is only partially assimilated, i.e., 
accepted. Many of us are thirty-per-cent 
Christians, accomplishing about thirty 
per cent of what we ought to accomplish 
in God’s work; some of us are sixty-per- 
cent Christians; a few, a very few, allow 
the word to bear its full fruit in their 
lives. 

The point of the parable is that the 
Kingdom comes through the sowing of 
the Word in men’s hearts and minds. 
Much of the seed is wasted. This hap- 
pens, because some men do not receive 
it, while others do receive it, but only in 
a superficial fashion. They fall away 
as soon as opposition comes, or disap- 
pointment, or some exacting demand. 

Others receive it, and continue to hold 
it, remain members of the church, but 
bear no real fruit, because they allow the 
Word to be choked by the distractions of 
life, the delight in riches, or the desire 
of other things good and bad. 

Some, however, do receive it, and allow 
it to bear fruit in varying proportion in 
their lives. 

The parable is not intended to be 
pessimistic. It merely reflects the facts 
of life. The Kingdom comes through the 
sowing of the Word. Much of it is 
wasted, but some of it bears fruit, thirty- 
sixty-, or even a hundred-fold. “The 
main point is that there is enough success 
assured to make the work abundantly 
worthwhile.” The parable was adapted 
to encourage the missionaries of Chris- 


tianity in Apostolic days in the face of 
apparent failure; it should encourage us. 


Application of the Parable 


Our duty is (1) to sow the seed. Who 
may sow it? Parents and teachers and 
preachers, of course. Anyone else? How 
about doctors, and high school students, 
and business men, and women in the 
home and office? Do you think Jesus 
expects them to sow the word? How may 
we sow it? By proclaiming it in the pul- 
pits, of course, and by teaching it in the 
Sunday school, and in the home. How 
else? By personal work, by speaking a 
good word for Jesus, when the oppor- 
tunity offers, and standing for his truth 
when it is called into question; by con- 
tributing to his cause, home missions, and 
foreign missions; by helping to carry on 
the work of the church. How else? 

What is the most effective way of sow- 
ing the Word today? Should we be dis- 
appointed, we teachers and _ preachers, 
if after we have done our best we seem 
to have accomplished nothing; if our 
class, our congregation appears unre- 
sponsive; If the gospel were perfectly 
presented, would all men _ believe it? 
Should we expect to see the immediate 
fruit of our sowing? Have we a right 
to expect immediate results on the mis- 
sion fields? Says J. Weiss: 

“For all the many failures the preacher 
of the Word does experience the same joy 
as the husbandman. He does always find 
among his hearers some who not only hear 
and receive the Word, but also bear fruit, 
in different degrees of course, and in vary- 
ing abundance, but still they do bear fruit. 
The preacher must think of them, and for 
the sake of such success, put up with in- 
evitable disappointments in other cases.” 

(2) Our duty is to receive the seed. 
“He that hath ears to hear,” Jesus said, 
“let him hear.” How do we hear in 
church, and in Sunday school? Do we 
really give the Word a lodging place in 
our hearts? How do we read the Bible? 
Do we give the Word a chance to sink in? 
What are the things that harden our 
hearts, the hearts of other men to the 
gospel? Why is it that some men so 
readily receive the Word and then so 
quickly fall away? What are the thorns 
that choke the word in our lives, and in 
the lives of other men? What is the 
influence of the moving pictures, the 
popular literature of our day, the amuse- 
ments of our group? Why should wealth 
choke the Word? Why is it that the 
Word bears different fruit in different 
lives ? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 


ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

H. M. Goodpasture, from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to “Old Town,” Franklin, Tenn. 

Ben F. Moore, Albemarle, N. C., will 
become pastor of the St. Simons Island, 
Ga., church Dec. 1, Box 522. 

Allan C. Anderson, from Marianna, 
Ark., to St. Andrews church, 75 Belmont 
Dr., Little Rock, Ark. 

Fred C. Holder, Huntersville, N. C., will 
become pastor of the Mulberry church, 
Rt. 5, Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 1. 

Charles R. Hughes, Jr., from Ringgold, 
Va., to Rt. 2, Seminole Dr., Madison 
Heights, Va. 

Richard V. Powell, Jr., from Maxwelton, 
W. Va., to Diesel Housing Unit. Bldg. 5, 
Apt. 7, Richmond 24, Va., where he is 
engaged in graduate work at Union Semi- 
nary. 

Scott McCormick, Jr., who has taken a 
year of graduate study at Union Semi- 
nary, has become pastor of the Tyler 
Memorial church, Radford, Va. 

Allen E. Morrison, from Mexico, Mo., to 
the Putney Memorial and Hillsdale 
churches, Charleston, W. Va. 

Hugh R. Esco, Jr., formerly of Pana- 
ma City, Fla., has begun his new work 
as pastor of the Avondale church, of 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Presbyterian, U. P. USA 

Kenneth C. Holmstrup, from Millington, 
Tenn., to the First church, Seneca Falls, 
N. Y., 66 State St., Nov. 20. 

J. Calvin Hill, from Temple City, 
to 515 E. Orange St., Tempe, Ariz. 

William H. Jacobs, formerly of Clairton, 
Pa., has been installed as pastor of the 
Freeport, Pa., church. 

Charies W. Holsinger, from Sarver, 
to Rural Valley, Pa. 

Albert I. Dickenson, of Edri, Pa., has 
resigned as pastor of the Elder’s Ridge 
and West Lebanon churches and is retir- 
ing. 

Harold G. Wise, from Winters, 
to Prosper, Texas. 

James R. Marsh, from Tucumcari, N. 
Mex., to the Community Presbyterian 
Church, Chattanooga, Okla. 

Ralph E. Ayers, from Xenia, 
Rt. 1, New Concord, Ohio. 

Frederick M. Homrighouse, from Wav- 
erly, N. Y., to Westhampton Beach, N, Y. 

Nicolas H. A. Bruinix, formerly of 
Carthage, N. Y., has been installed as 
pastor of the Afton and Nineveh, N. Y., 
churches. 

John K. Sefcik, Catskill, N. Y., 
come pastor of the John Hus 
Binghamton, N. Y., Jan 1. 

Retiring: William H. Willits, North 
church, Elmira, N. Y., Nov. 15: Ward B. 
Flaxington, Westminster church, Hornell, 
N. Y., Dec. 31, to teach at the Agricultural 
and Technical Institute, Alfred, N. Y. 

John L. Salmon, 1958 graduate of 
Bloomfield Seminary, has begun his work 
as pastor of Trinity church, Rochester, 
i ee 

Hughston R. Peyton, from Birmingham, 
Ala., to Maryville, Tenn., where he is 
field representative of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education for the Synod of Mid- 
South. 

Herbert Booth Smith, Jr., formerly of 
Davis, Calif., has become pastor of the 
Ventura, Calif., Community church. 

Frederick J. Moore, formerly of Port 
Hueneme, Calif., has become pastor of 
the Nipomo and Pismo Beach, Calif., 
churches. 
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Joan Lee Youst, a 1957 graduate of 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, has been 
ordained to the gospel ministry in the 
First U. P. Church, Whittier, Calif., 
where she is minister of Christian Edu- 
cation. She is the first woman from the 
former United Presbyterian Church of 
North America to be ordained to the 
ministry. 


DEATHS 

Lyman A. Talman, of Penn Yan, N. Y., 
died suddently Oct. 17 from a blood clot, 
when he had seemed to be recovering 
from recent surgery. He had retired as 
pastor of the Rock Stream church in 1956. 
Mr. and Mrs. Talman once served as mis- 
sionaries to China. 

A. H. McArn, 94, who served as pastor 
of the Cheraw, S. C., church for 52 years, 
died there Nov. 6. 

William G. Greenslade, 75, died Nov. 6 
in DeLand, Fla. A native of England, Dr. 
Greenslade served for many years as a 
missionary-educator in Lebanon, for 20 
years as principal of the Near East 
School of Theology in Beirut. He had 
lived in DeLand since 1953. 


CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS 

Frank A.Tobey (American Baptist) has 
assumed his duties as Chief of Army 
Chaplains, succeeding Patrick J. Ryan. 


HOME MISSIONS SPEAKER 

Hermann N. Morse, United Presbyte- 
rian, USA, general secretary of Home 
Missions, will be one of the speakers at 
the annual assembly of the National 
Council Division of Home Missions in 
Atlantic City Dee. 10-13. Dr. Morse will 
speak at the final session on “The Look 
Ahead,” to be followed by a group dis- 
cussicn on “Future Emphases.” 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

The J. R. Woodsons of Brazil will be- 
gin their regular furlough in December at 
the furlough home, 225 Kennedy Ct, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Jacqueline Muris, 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Charlotte Dunlap, 
Winnsboro, S. C. 

Betty Boyer, from Korea, to Richmond, 
Va. 

Ocie Respess, Decatur, Ga., has re- 
turned to the U. S. after completing a | 
three-year term as a medical technologist 
in the Chunju Hospital in Korea. 
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FURLOUGHS ENDING: 
The W. C. McLaughlins are returning 
to Japan following a brief furlough. 
Lettie Beaty has returned to her work 
in Toluca, Mexico. 


BOOKS 

Llewellyn Evans, Long Beach, Calif. 
is the author of “Sources of Radiant 
Living,” published recently by Creative 
Press, Claremont, Calif. 

Charles N. Pickell, Newton, Mass., is 
the author of “Preaching to Meet Men’s 
Needs,” published by Exposition Press 
Nt. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

James A. Hamilton, a Methodist attor- 
ney of Arlington, Va., has been named as- 
sociate director of the Washington office of 
the NCC. He will provide consultative 
liaison services on legislative and ad- 
ministrative activities of interest to the 
churches. 


CHAPLAINS 
Norman Eugene Wilhelm, 6486 Air Base 
Wing, APO 953, San Francisco, Calif. 
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